


THE 


WESTERN 
Pew-Work Baptist Wagazine. 










be 
om 






nd 
ny 
ru- 


ly 
dy 














































No, 3.] AUGUST, 1820. [Vot. Ill. 


Tndian Wffaird. 


T a Meeting of the Board of the “ Hamztron Barris? 
Misstonarr Socierr,’” held at Delphi, May, 1820, a resolution was 
adopted, to pursue measures to establish an Indian Schoo! at Oneida ; 
and another, together with a Mission, at Tontawanta. Elders Joun 
Pecx, OpED WARREN, Natuwaniet Cote, Natsan Pecr, FREDE- 
RICK FreeMAN, and NATHANIEL KENDRICK were appointed a Com- 
mittee to put a School in operation, at Oneida, provided the Indians 
continue to request it. Brethren WARREN and CoLe made them a vi- 
sit, and found them anxious for a School.—Having, last year, received 
some encouragement of assistance from this Society, they were impa- 
tiently waiting for something to be done. Their former school house 
had long been demolished, and they had no place convenient for a 
School. They selected a spot, and offered all the assistance in their 
power, to build a house for a School, and one for a Teacher. 

When the Brethren returned, with this information, the Committee 
were encouraged to prosecute the object, under the guidance of Provi- 
dence ; persuaded that their labor will not be in vain in the Lorp. Un- 
der a conviction, that it is the Divine prerogative to dictate the means 
for the promotion of his kingdom, as well as to give them success, the 
Committee felt assured, if the undertaking be of Gop, he will so order 
things in his Providence, that not only a house, but also a teacher, 
will be provided.—T hey were soon directed, by the concurrent movings 
of Providence, to appoint Brother RopErRT PoweELt, as a permanent 
Instructor of the School, and have obtained his acceptance. He is 
preparing to open the School upon the Laneasterian plan, as soon as a 
house is provided. 

_ The Committee met at Oneida on the eleventh of July, and accord- 
ing to a previous arrangement, they expected to see the nation in coun- 
cil, for the purpose of adjusting with them, whatever may be deemed es- 
sential to the interests of the School. But, on their arrival, they found 
Mr. Williams and several of the Indians had changed their views with 
regard to the School. They indulged suspicions unfavorable to the be- 
nevolence and reputation of this Society; of which the Committee were 
Conscious, they had in no way been the occasion. They gave Mr. Wil- 
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liams an explanation of all their proceedings, disavowing any intentio, 
of interfering with bis connection with the Oneidas. 'They demonstrate; 
to him, that they bad definitely pursued the course to establish a Schoo 
for the Indians, which he, and the nation, had repeatedly requested, 
He said, he should leave it wholly to the Indians, to determine whethe; 
they would have us go on with the School, or not; that they ought { 
come together, and inform the Committee. On consulting with a few of 
the Indians who were present, they agreed to call a council the next 
day. The Committee tarried, and met four of the Chiefs from the Chris. 
tiao party, together with a number of the nation. All who were pres. 
ent were anxious fora School. ‘They said, most of the others had en. 




























gaged to send their children, if a free School were opened for the whole, int 
The Committee selected the most eligible site for a house, to accor sno. bil 
daie the whole, and concluded to go forward and erect a house, as scon i ™ 
as the building can be completed. “ Avoiding this, that no mau should to 
blame us in this abundance which is administered by us.” - 
Elders LAwTon and Baxker bave gone to the Tontawanta Indians, ~ 
to ascertain the practicability of establishing a School and a Mission in “ 
that tribe. ” 
—— +o ol 

et 

LETTER FROM ELDER ROBER? POWELL. ; 

To the Committee of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society on In- 4 
dian Affairs. s' 

HaMIL?on, 13th June, 1820. bs 

Dear BRETHREN, i 
THE time is almostexpired, in which you were to expect an answer 


to your proposal, with respect to my becoming your School Master to 
the Oneida tribe of Indians, and your Missionary in the adjacent settle- 
ments. The subject has lain with no small weight on my mind, since it 
was suggested to me. It has exceeded any thing I ever experienced 
before. The conflict has been severe, but the struggle is ended; the de- 
cision is made: I am at your disposal, and if I can be oseful to the tawny 
sons of the forest I shall be happy. 

This subject, important as it is, has for years impressed my mind; and 
at limes, ever since I was seventeen years of age, has engaged my at- 
tention. ‘The importance of spreading the Gospel among the destitute ; 
the worth of souls; the pleasure of religious duties;—together with the 
high honor of being a humble, pious minister of Jesus Curist, has so | 
filied my mind, that I have been io the habit of considering those men 
the most favored of Gop, who are called to spend their days among pa- 
gans, for the important purpose of disseminating religious instruction. 
But in all these exercises of mind I never once thought that it would fall 
to my lot, to share in the unspeakable privilege of pointing the benight- 
ed heathen to the Lams of Gon. Yet I have often thought, were I 
qualified, it would be the highest bappiness to which I could aspire, to 
engage in the blessed work. : 

For abont three years past, my mind has been retiring from the pros- 
pects and cares of the world. Al! its charms have been sickening to 
my soul ;—every thing that has presented itself to my mind, which did 
not promise the promotion of the religious cause, has appeared disgust: 
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jog. ‘The mind of man was made for more noble purposes than to be 
confined to this narrow world, to amass its ricbes, to grasp its, honors, 
and idly to amuse itself with delusive pleasures. Then let me, whilst 
others labor for perishable riches, labor to obtain durable riches and 
righteousness ;—whilst others seek the honors and emoluments of this 
life, let me seek those honors that come from Gop; and whilst others 
roll themselves in the unhallowed pleasures of this world, as their high- 
est source of enjoyment, grant me the unspeakable privilege of suffer- 
ing the privations of a missionary life, and the success of winning souls 
to CuristT, and I am the happiest of men. 

At the same time, dear Brethren, I feel my incompetency to enter 
into the work before me, and [ often tremble at the weight of responsi- 
bility that will rest upon me. Your unexpected call has brought my 
mind to a close and serious examination of the various difficulties | am 
to encounter ; but the importance of the object swallows up every other 
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concero. I have endeavored to examine with scrutinizing suspicion, my 

ins, motives on this subject. Aware, that being placed under the public eye, 

in and under the patronage of a respectable Society, which has in view 


an interesting object, the success of which depends much, under Gop, 
on the qualifications of the agent employed ‘to promote it, may have a 
strange effect on the mind of an aspiring man. How far my mind may 
he excited by the prospect of popular eclat (a principle beneath a 
Christian) which may be anticipated only in the case of real success, 
Ne is not for me to decide. But sure I am, if love to Gop and his cause, 
is not the mainspring of my desires, it would be better for me never to 
undertake it—My expectations are not sanguine of immediate success 
in the undertaking. We are taught, by the experience and success of 
others, that the habits and traditions of the heathen are not overcome 
at once. Future prospects often promise more than we ever realize. 
’ Success depends on a Divine blessing. We are to persevere in the use 
of means; it is Gop’s prerogative to succeed them. Should he be 
| pleased to smile upon the undertaking, and make me instrumental of 
doing some little good to the heathen on our shores, I am content to spend 
my days, wear out, and die with Indians. 

Subscribivg myself yours, in the bonds of the Gospel, I remain your 
unworthy brother, 


~~ 


i 


ROBERT POWELL. 
Rev. John Peck, Chairman of the Committee. 
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The subjoined letter, from the pen of our esteemed brother Mr. 
Ward, though somewhat abridged through want of room, comprises the 
whole that immediately relates to the interesting Tustitution referred to. 
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Tue Missionaries at Serampore wish to bring before the Christian 
public, their plan for establishing a CoLtecE, for the purpose of impar. 
ting scriptural improvement to the minds of native Pastors and Mis, 
sionaries. ‘I'he object of this address is to draw the attention of the 
friends of India to this, as they conceive, immensely important object— 
that of duly preparing as large a body as possible of natives of India, 
for the work of Christian Pastors, and Christian Itinerauts, or Mission. 
aries. It is fully admitted, and the importance of keeping this in con. 
stant remembrance is also duly felt, that no person ought to be put in 
preparation for the Christian Ministry who is not already taught of Gop, 
and whose min‘ is not the seat of gracious influences. The prayer of 
the Missionaries to * the Lorn of the Harvest” is, that HE would 
send forth laborers into the harvest. ‘I'beir desire, on finding such in 
the Christian church, is, to take them, as Aquila and Priscilla did Bar. 
nabas, and teach them “ the way of the Loap more perfeetly,’’ and thus 
assist them to go forth “ mighty in the scriptures.” ‘The persons at 
present empleyed as Christian teachers in India, would be considered in 
this country as but poorly qualified for so important a charge ; but what 
could be done in so great a necessity, when so many souls were daily 
passing out of time, and beyond reeovery, “ without Curist, and 
without Gop io the world ?”’ ‘The Missiovaries could not sbut their ears 
against the cries of the perishing, and they could find no better helpers 
to go with them to the wreck, to endeavor “ to save some.” ‘They 

have herein attempted what they could; and they hope that this part 
of their plan has been attended with some degree of suceess: they are 
sorry that every one of these native assistants is not a Brainerd. It 
may be observed, however, that the work of teaching in India is more 
like “ crying in the wilderness,” and “ disputing in the school of Tyr- 


annuus,” than the method used in England, of instructing men by prepa- | 


rel discourses. Indeed the state of society, and of Christian know- 
ledge in India, would, at present, hardly allow of the more refined me- 
thod pursued in the pulpit exercises of this country. For this more 
popular method of instruction, some of the native teachers are tolerably 
well qualified; but for want of a more enlarged view of the Christian 
system, they cannot answer the many inquiries made by their hearers, 
nor are they capable of opening the mysteries of Redemption in the 
manner they ought. The lowest order of these native teachers, when 
converted, have hardly been capable of reading, and are still io a state 
of deficiency very painful to the Missionaries. 

In these circumstances, Dr. Carey and his brethren have for some 
time back been very anxious to establish a Seminary, wherein the case 
of native Pastors and Missionaries should be met; and, trusting in Gop 
that they should not be disappointed in these desires for completing 
the plan into which they have been gradually led, they have bought a 
piece of ground adjoining to the Mission premises, on which there is an 
old house, and which, for the present, may be sufficient for the instruc- 
tion of those whom Gop may give unto them; but they should be glad 
to see, before their removal by death, a better house erected. A row 
of small rooms for the students is immediately wanted. 

The brevity of a letter hardly. admits of enlargement on the import- 
ance and neceasity of a Seminary to meet these purposes. The Catholic 
Institution at Pemang, for training up Chinese converts ; a similar one 
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at Malacca, established through the liberality and efforts of Dr. Morri- 
son, in conjunction with the Rev. Mr. Milne; and that which has been 
proposed by the Lord Bishop of Calcutta since the formation of this at 
Serampore, might be mentioned as offering arguments to support the 
necessity of the object: but the melancholy necessity is too glaring not 
to be seen by the most superficial observer. When would English 
Missionaries be able to instruct the whole of India? At present, there 
is not one minister for each million of British subjects, even if we in- 
clude every Clergyman and every Missionary now to be found in that 
country; and nearly half of these are confined to districts, which do not 
comprise more than twenty square miles, and the other half do little or 
nothing for the heathen: yet our native subjects io India do not amount 
to one half the population of Hindoost’han, which cannot be less than 
one bundred and fifty millions, The pecuniary resources, and the num- 
ber of Missionaries required for the instruction of all these millions, can 
never, therefore, be supplied from England; and India will never be 
turned from gross idolatry to serve the living and true Gop, unless the 


7 grace of Gop rest on converted natives, to qualify them for the work, 


and unless, by the instrumentality of those who care for India, they be 
sent forth into the field. It is on native Preachers, therefore, that the 
weight of this work must ultimately rest, though the presence ot Euro- 
pean Missionaries will also be indispensably necessary for many years 
to come ; and to enable the Serampore Missionaries to commence, as 
soon as practicable, the work of sending them into this immense field, 
in the best possible state of preparation, is the purport of this appeal to 


British Christians. 
The fitness of native Preachers for the work can hardly be appreciated 


without considering the difficulty of acquiring a foreign language, so as to 
be able to become a persuasive preacher in it—an attainment which but 
few, even of those called Missionaries, acquire; without referring to 
the heat of the climate, which in a great measure incapacitates an Eu- 
ropean for very active services in the open air, and without considering 
that the only way, for many years to come, in which the spiritual wants 
of this vast population can be met, must be met by numerous and con- 
stant journies among them. From what treasury could places of wor- 
ship be built all over India ?—and if they existed, who should, who 
ceuld persuade the heathen to enter them? But the native Preacher, 
under a tree, or even in the open air, can address his countrymen for 
hours together, without feeling more fatigue than what attends similar 
labors in England; he also can find access to his own countrymen, and, 
which Europeans cannot have, /o the lower orders of his own country- 
men, in every place; he can subsist on the simple produce of the coun- 
try, can find a lodging in almost any village he may visit, and he knows 
the way to the hearts, as well as to the heads of his countrymen, with- 
out difficulty. The European cannot travel without carrying along 
with him bis food, and that wherein he may sleep, as there are no pub- 
lic inns; and hence a boat or palanquin are quite necessary. Thus the 
expense of travelling to an European is very ccnsiderable: while the 
Hindoo Preacher, subsisting on ten shillings a week, including travel< 
liog charges, will find that amply sufficient to carry him all over the 
country. Nor ought the expenses of giving to the English Missionary 
a8 education, his outfit, his passage money, and the large salary he re- 
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quires there to maintain him, be forgotten in the comparison between a 
native and a European Missionary. 

Besides the improvement of converted natives, who may be selected 
for the work of the ministry, or for Missionary employment, Dr. Carey 

and his brethren hope that some of these pious Hindoos may be capable 
of acquiring a higher education; and that, after becoming good Sung. 
skrit, as well as Hebrew and Greek scholars, they may be successfully 
employed as translators of the Divine Word into languages, with the 
structure of which they will be perfectly familiar. ‘he dialects of India 
are 80 numerous, that it can hardly be expected that the Holy Scrip- 
tures will be very soon rendered into all of them; and when that shall 
have been accomplished, their improvement and perfection can only be 
hoped for through the revision of learned Christian natives. The chil- 
dren of English Missionaries, who may be the subject of saving influ- 
ences, and may be called to the work of the Mission, will find in this 
College that education which may prepare them to become the most ef- 
ficient agents in the gathering in of the heathen. 

It is further intended, that a respectable but inferior education should 
be given at this College, to a number of the children of converted 
Hindoos and Mussulmans, so as to qualify them for situations io life, by 
which they may procure a decent livelihood, and rear and educate their 
families. Hereby some amends may be made to their parents and them- 
selves, for the deprivations to which they have been subjected by the 
loss of cast; and thus will be wiped away the dreadful reproach com- 
mon throughout every part of India, that the Feringees (the Christians) 
are sunk the lowest of all casts in vice and ignorance. 

And, lastly, this College is proposed to be open and gratuitous to all 
denominations of Christians, and to as many heathen scholars as choose 
to avail themselves of its exercises and lectures, provided they maintain 
themselves. In the illumination of large and successive bodies of the 
heathen, it is contemplated that the effects of this College on India may 
be most importantg. 

The ground for the erection of the buildings necessary for this Semi- 
nary, was purchased during the past year, after the plan, published all 
over India, had received the sanction and patronage of the Most Noble 
the Marquis of Hastings, bis Excellency Jacob Krefting, the Governor 
of Serampore, and other distinguished personages. This plan is now 
printed in England, aud may be had by appiying to Messrs. Black, 
Kingsbury, Parbury, apd Allen, Leadenhall-street, or to the Rey. W. 
Ward, No. 60, Paternoster-row, London. 

Before Mr. Ward left Serampore to visit England for the recovery of 
his health, he had begun to give practical effect to this plan, .by super- 
intending the instruction of a number of youth, who might be considered 
as the first pupils of this Seminary. A letter from Serampore, dated in 
February last, says, “ the number of youth in the College is thirty- 
one, of whom twenty-three are Christians; they are going on well.”— 
By another letter, dated 25th of March, we learn that two native Pro- 
fessors have been appointed, the one for Astronomy, and the other for 
the Hindoo law. The scholars had then been removed into the 
house already purchased; but the rooms for the accommodation otf 
ihe students had not been erected, for want of funds. As soon as 
pious teacbers shall have goue from England, and shall have enter- 
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ed on their work, the number of pupils will present a large field for 
labor—-labors which will, in their eternal results, amply repay the 
cultivator, as well as all those who shall have contributed to the 
gathering in of so rich a harvest; for, if they ‘‘ that turn many to right- 
eousness, shall shine as the stars for ever and ever,” surely they who 
have been co-workers with them, shall share in their glory. 

‘he funds which had been collected in India afforded much encour- 
agemeot, though far from adequate to meet the first expenses. A con- 
siderable sum is therefore wanted from England to realize this, as it is 
humbly conceived, most important design. 

On mentioning this object at a meeting of the Committee of the So- 
ciety in June last, they recommended it by passing the following resolu- 
tion :—‘* ‘The Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society rejoice to 
witness the progress of religion and learning in the Eastern World ; 
and as they conceive that the College recently founded by their Breth- 
ren at Serampore may materially promote this most desirable object, 
they beg leave to recommend it to the liberal attention of the British 
public. “ JOHN RYLAND, 

“ JOHN DYER.” 


‘+ Lonpon, June 26, 1819.” 


Mr. Ward hopes, that on his taking leave the second time of his be- 
loved country, to return to his colleagues at Serampore in May next, he 
shall be able to carry with him that belp which may rear this house for 
the name of our Gop, and from whence many heralds of salvation may 
go forth to preach among the heathen “ the glorious Gospel of the 
blessed Gop.”’ Dr. Carey and his brethren have devoted 20,000 ru- 
pees, or 2,500/. from the proceeds of their own labor, to this work; and 
Mr. Ward would have gone through the kingdom, and by personal soli- 
citation have endeavored to collect the sum further wanted, about four 
thousand pounds; but the general funds of the Society were so low, 
that he could not help devoting some time to efforts for recruiting them, 
aod has for this purpose visited various parts of the kingdom. He still 
hopes, however, that the absolute necessity of providing native Mission- 
aries to instruct the vast population of Asia, will induce persons of dis- 
tinction aod affluence, as well as collective bodies, to come forward 
with large donations, and individuals with their smaller offerings, that 
thus the One HunDRED snp Firrr Mittions of India, a great part 
of them our fellow subjects, may not be left to perish for Jack of know- 
ledge; but that Britain may at length presert to India, in return for 
the immense national advantages she has been long drawing from thence, 
the blessings of salvation—*“ the unsearchable riches of Curist.” 

W. WARD. 


Lonpon, October 20, 1819. 


P. S. Since the above communication was in the firess, the Editors 
have received information from Rev. Mr. Ward, that he will leave Ene- 
land for the United States in May next. His chief object in visiting 
this country, will be to obtain collections and subscriptions for the Mis- 
sionary College at Serampore. We sincerely hofie, that the American 
Public will menifest their liberality in favor of an object of so much im- 
hortance, oe thks ol” | Pe eR aoe “BD. 
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EXTRACTS FROM THE 
ADDRESS oF THE BoARD Yo THE GENERAL CONVENTION, MEP IN 
PHILADELPHIA, APRIL 26, 1820. 


“ Tre Board of Managers hail, with pleasure, the return of the 
meeting of the Convention. They entertain a cheerful hope that its 
counsels will be directed by the wisdom that cometh from above, and 
will be followed with blessings on the heads of thousands who are, as 
yet, far from the way of righteousness aod peace. 

* They deeply feel the loss they have sustained, in the removal by 
death of two of their Vice-Presidents, Thomas Shields, esq. and the 
honorable Judge Tallmadge. They lament also, the removal of an hon- 
orary member of the Convention; the excellent Governor Rabun ; but 
it is their consolation, that these valuable men have departed, as they 
trust, to receive ‘‘ the recompense of reward,” and that while the glory 
of man is as the flower of the field, the word of the Lorp endureth for 
ever. 

“ The minutes of the Board, or their substance, as presented in the 
fourth and fifth Annual Reports, will exhibit the circumstances of the 
several mission stations, in America and in Burmah. The Board, how- 
ever, take pleasure in stating to the Convention, the leading outlines of 
their present condition. 

“‘ The mission at RANGoon is, on the whole, in a prosperous state. 
A zayat, or small building, bas been put up on a public road, where Mr. 
Judson has daily opportunity of conversing with the natives, and of 
preaching among them the unsearchable ricbes of Curisr. Mrs. Judson 
is also actively aod usefully engaged. One Burman has already been 
baptized in the name of the Lorv Jesus, and others have showedin- 
dications of spiritual concern. Mr. and Mrs. Colman are diligently 
occupied in acquiring the language. 

“ Some circumstances attending this mission, at the same time, create 
painful regret. Mr. Hough has removed with his family, on his own 
responsibility, from Rangoon to Serampore. The Board hopes he has 
been influenced by higher motives than the fear of man or the love of 
ease; yet they cannot but consider his conduct as unwarrantable in its 
nature, and in its tendency injurious. The Board are of opinion that he 
has virtually removed himself from under their patronage. They wish 
the Convention to consider and determine on his case. Mr. Judson has 
written for another printer. The President of the Board suggested to 
them a brother supposed a suitable persona, now a student at Water- 
ville. The Board deplore the death of their young missionary Edward 
W. Wheelock. He seemed to possess the genuine spirit of a berald of 
the cross. In the very spring of his usefulness he is taken away. Surely 
the footsteps of the Lorp are in the deep. 

“ The Board have pleasure in stating that reports to the disadvantage 
of Mr. Judson, relative to his receiving a “ formal and solemn repri- 
mand” from the Pedohaptist * American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions,” they have reason to believe are incorrect. They 
have perused a refutation of the charge by Mr. Judson, in a letter to his 
venerable father, which they consider as placing the subject in a light 
honorable to himself, and calculated to satisfy every sincere enquirer. 




































































































1320.] ADDRESS OF THE BOARD. ¥3 


Mr. Price, a young brother who has been studying medicine, with the 
expectation of being useful at Rangoon as a physician and as a mission- 
ary, bas recently graduated, and is waiting the voice of the Board in 
reference fo his sailing. ‘The Board would just add, that at the request 
of the brethren in Burmah, they have voted for their use a copy of Dr. 
Rees’s Cyclopedia. 

‘* Jt has been the prevalent sentiment of your Board, that in order to 
the reform, civilization, and, with a Divine blessing, the ultimate con- 
version of the Indians to the faith of the gospel, it is of the first impor-. 
tance that missionaries fix their abodes in the midst of the tribes. Mia- 
gling with them in daily conversation and habits, they have considered 
most likely to conciliate their esteem and establish their confidence. 
The opinion of some of the brethren in Kentucky, leaned to the idea, 
; | that the better method were to bring Iodians from the recesses of the 
forest, and inure them to the usages of civilized life, with the hope that 
they might become themselves the instructors of their brethren. A 
school for this purpose has been established at the Great Crossings, Ken- 
tucky, under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Ficklin, and buildings have 
been erected for the accommodation of several Indians, which reflect 
honor on the beneficence and zeal of the brethren and friends of Indian 
reform in that part of our Union. ‘T'be Board are happy in attempting 
every measure that may promote a design alike benevolent and evangel- 
ical. ‘They are happy in being able to state to the Convention, that 
some misconceptions, founded on the idea that the Board were averse to 
every attempt to instruct our aborigines at a distance from their vative 
settlements, have, by the pious and zealous endeavors of their Agent, 
been removed. The Society in Kentucky has placed itself under the 
direction of your Board. A superintending committee has been appoint- 
ed, consisting of some of the most wortby brethren and friends near the 
Great Crossings, and appropriations have been made by the Board for 
the promotion of the interests of the school. 

At Sr. Louis and Sv. CHar.es, Mr. Peck and Mr. Welch have been 
Jaboring for the last three years. At the former place a church has 
been constituted. These brethren bave made repeated excursions into 
the surrounding country; not without success. As emigration to the 
banks of the Missouri, and with it the settlement of ministers, have of 
late greatly increased, the Board incline to the idea, that it would be 
best to remove Mr. Peck to a station more directly Indian; either to 
some point westward of St. Charles, or, which they have thought most 
desirable, to place him as an associate with Mr. M‘Coy or Mr. Posey. 
Mr. Welch seems desirous of coutinuing at St. Louis, and would be 
happy in the support of the Board there. These points are left for the 
decision of the Convention, or of the larger meeting of the Board that 
will take place before the return of the delegates. 

The ILurno1s station is prosperous, though its prosperity was impe- 
i some months ago by the severe affliction of brother M’Coy and fam- 
ily: 

The labors of brother Pozey among the CHEROKEES, in preaching the 
gospel and establishing schools, suffered, about twelve months ago, an 
undesirable suspension, arising from the uncertainty whether (he na- 
tives would continue to inhabit the country of their forefathers or re- 
move farther westward. ‘I'bey have resolyed on continuing as before, 
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The Board bave thought it proper to make liberal appropriations for a 
vigorous and comprehensive school and mission establishment. A brother 
of the name of Dawson, who is well acquainted with the Lancasteriag 
mode of instruction, has gone as an assistant to brother Posey. The 
Indians discover a sense of gratitude and joy, and a readiness to receive 
instruciion, that is truly pleasant. 

From a recent commuvpication from brother Ranaldeon, at St. Fran- 
CISVILLE, they learn that his labors are abundant, and followed with the 
blessing of the Lorp. A young brother of the name of Samuel East. 
man, was for fwelve months employed in the vicinity of Narcnez. He 
declines further support, but wishes to be considered under the wing of 
ihe Convention. It is believed that his prospects of usefulness are 
highly pleasing. A brother named Daniel M’Call, wished to go out to 
Louisiana under the patronage of the Board. His piety and character 
afforded the highest satisfaction ; but some difficulties lay in the way of 
the appointment which the Board could not controul. They voted him, 
however, one hundred dollars to assist the removal! of himself and fam- 
ily, and have since received satisfactory assurances that his services are 
highly acceptable, and promise much good. 

The Board, since the last session of the Convention, appointed Mr. 
Henry George, for three months, a missionary among the Wyanporr 
and Sanpusxy InpiAns. ‘I‘hey believe that he fulfilled the appoint- 
ment with zeal and fidelity; but several considerations induced the 
Board to discontinue the station, particularly as mere visits to the In- 
dians promised much less success than the residence of a missiovary 


among them. 
A communication was sent the Board from the late Governor Rabun; 


on behalf of the Georgia Association, on the subject of a mission in 
their neighborhood among the Creek Indians, particularly wishing some 
suitable person might be sent thither. ‘The Board requested brother Ka- 
bun and bis Christiano brethren to look out some qualified brother in the 
vicinity of the Indians, in which case the Board were prepared to ren- 
der every aid in their power. They have since had the pleasure of re- 
newing this assurance to brother Mercer, who has succeeded the deceas- 
ed in the secretaryship of the Association. 

The Board has received under their care, two coloured brethren, Lot 
Carey and Collin Teague, members of the Baptist church at Richmond, 
who expect shortly to sail for Africa, aszisted by the American Coloni- 
vation Society. ‘hese brethren are both ministers of good acceptance, 
and are eager to testify, in the land of their ancestors, the gospel of the 
grace of Gop. ‘I'he Board has afforded them some assistance ; but it is 
exected that they will, in a good dezree, support themselves. 

Ten thousand dollars annually, having been voted by Congress for 
Indian reform, it appeared desirable that a deputation from the Board 
should wait on the President and Secretary of War, and solicit some 
part of the appropriation. The Board have the satisfaction to report, 
that the officers of government received the request in the most amiable 
and respectful manner, and gave every assurance that could be wished 
of their disposition to co operate. Since that time they have made sev- 
eral considerable contributions. and promise more, in proportion as our 
sphere of labor among the aborigines shall become enlarged. 

The Board most respectfully call the counsels of the Convention te 
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the subject of legal incorporation. Until this be effected all monies be- 
longing to the Convention, already possessed, or that yet may be re- 
ceived, must be held by a very uncertain tenure. , 

“It is with pleasure the Board announce to the Convention, that they 
have enjoyed, in their deliberations, the most delightful harmony. Dis- 
cnssion has never created disesteem. They desire to offer gratitude to 
the King of Zion, who has assisted them to perform the duties of their 
office with love, and peace, andjoy in the Ho.ry Guost. ‘They com- 
mend their labors to the consideration of their brethren of the Conven~ 
tion, and to the blessing of the Gon of Missions.” [ Luminary. 


Teme SW oe 


SUBSTANCE OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
Of the Barrist GENERAL ConveENTION, at the late triennial meeting, 
held in the Sansom-street Baptist Meeting-House, Philadelphia, Aprit 
26th, 1820. 


A committee was appointed to inquire, if any, and what alterations 
in the Constitution were necessary : ihe following brethren were named 
by the chair, viz. Thomas Baldwin, Jesse Mercer, Elon Galusha, Rob- 
ert B. Semple, Archibald Maclay.—On motion, Richard Furman was 
added to the committee. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a President by ballot, 
whereupon Robert B. Semple was chosen. 

In the evening Rev. O. B: Brown delivered the Convention Sermon in 
the Sansom-street Baptist Meeting-House—after which a collection was 
taken up for missionary purposes. 

The records of the last Convention were read.—Committees appoin- 
ted. 

It was stated by Dr. Furman, that he had, in obedience to the order 
of the last Convention, written a letter, as President of this body, to the 
President of the British and Foreign Bible Society, which letter he pre- 
sumed had not arrived in England, as no notice of this communication 
appeared to have been taken; a copy of which he then read.— W here- 
upon the Convention resolved, that a duplicate of the letter be sent to 
the President of said Society, accompanied by a second letter, to be 
written by the President of this body. 

It was resolved, that the President of the Convention be authorized 
to invite such persons as he may think proper, that may be present at 
the Convention, to take a seat with them. 

Brethren Fleeson, Smalley, Sheppard, Hagan, Rogers, Proudfoot, 
Strawbridge, Sedan, Malcom, Price, D. Greene, and Davis, were accor- 
dingly invited. 


The Committee on the Luminary presented the subsequent report, 
viz. That the first volume of the work has been issued, consisting of 
91,000 copies—the expenditures and receipts of which, agreeably to 
statements made to us by the Agent, are as follows, viz. 

Amount o/ cost, $5,956 46 1-2 
Cash received, 5,973 72 


——— 





Leaving a balance of $17 25 1-2 
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in favor of the Luminary. Other monies on this account are still due, 
| Lewis LeonarD, Chairman, 
The above report was committed to the attention of the Board. 


The committee on Foreign Missions presented their report, which 
was accepted, and the committee discharged. 

In relation to Mr. Hough, your committee would state, that inasmuch 
as he has left the station assigned him by the Board, without the concur- 
rence of the other brethren of the mission, and not having assigned to 
us any sufficient reasons for his having thus withdrawn himself from our 
service, we feel reluctantly compelled to consider him as no longer in 
our employ, and that his accounts be settled accordingly. 

In relation to Mrs. Wheelock, now at Seramnore, the Committee most 
deeply deplore that afflictive dispensation of Divine Providence, which 
has deprived her of an amiable and affectionate husband, and the mis- 
sion of one of its hopeful laborers. Should Mrs. Wheelock wish to re- 
turn to America, we cordially approve the conduct of the Board, in ten- 
dering her a passage. 

We also recommend a vigorous prosecution of the missions in Bur- 
mah and in Africa. All which is respectfully submitted. 

Tuomas Baupwin, Chairman. 

Which was adopted. 


Tt was resolved that, in the view of this Convention, all missions with- 
in the territorial limits of the United States are Domestic Missions. 


The committee on the Constiiution presented a report, which was re- 
ceived, and the committee discharged.. 


a 


The committee to whom was referred that part of the Address of the 
Board which relates to Western Missions, respectfully submit to the 
Convention the foilowing report. 

1. The measures adopted by the Board relative to the school at the 
Great Crossings in Kentucky, for the education of Indian youths, are, 
in our opinion, expedient, and merit the approbation of the Convention. 
‘I'he school seems to be, in a great measure, supported by the liberal 
contributions of our friends, in that section of the country; and the Sec- 
retary at War of the United States, has already given assurance to the 
Board, of the appropriation of 250 dollars annually for promoting the 
object. At the same time our views accord with the opinion expressed 
by the Board, that while this school ought to be encouraged, the most 
effectual mode, in general, of benefiting the aborigines, is, to establish 
missions, and schools connected with them, in the midst of the tribes. 

2. Respecting the missionary stations at St. Louis and St. Charles, 
after a very deliberate view of the subject, we are led to the belief that, 
from the numerous emigrations of ministers to our western settlements, 
the period has arrived when it is no longer necessary to support our 
brethren as missionaries at these places. While, therefore, we rejoice 
in the good which bas been done in that vicinity, we recommend eD- 
couragement of the course suggested by the Board—the strengthening of 
the stations among the Indian tribes. 
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3. In relation to the wish of an individual, mentioned in the Address, 
«¢ to be considered under the wing of the Convention,” we are happy 
in having ascertained that nothing more was meant by him than that he 
wished still, as when he was a missionary, to receive such friendly ad- 
vice from tbe Board as their wisdom might suggest. 

4. As it respects the other stations at the West and South, and the 
measures pursued relative to them, we are impressed with the convic- 
tion that the Board have acted with a zeal and circumspection that de- 
serve the grateful acknowledgments of the Convention ; and that, to the 
wisdom of the Board, and the blessing of Gop, these stations may confie 
dently be committed. 

5. A multitude of weighty and encouraging considerations demand 
continued aud increased exertions to spread among the Indian tribes the 
Gosfiel, and along with it the blessings of civilization, and the richer, 
the temporal and the eternal blessings of Christianity. On this subject 
the Corresponding Secretary has directed our view to some highly in- 
teresting documents. A cry for help, that has been heard by the Geore 
gia Association, is raised from the Creek nation in the south, and it has 
reached the Board. A similar cry, mournful and nearly despairing, ex- 
cept where missionary stations have begun to send forth songs of salva 
lion, issues from every point along the wide range of our western for- 
ests, and comes in peculiarly affecting accents from the North. In the 
north-western part of the state of New-York, and on the borders of Can- 
ada, the remnants of the Six Nations, and of some other tribes, have 
recently, in consultations with delegates from the Hamilton Baptist Mis- 

sionary Society, given unequivocal indications of their disposition to re- 
ceive missionaries and schoolmasters. 

6. In efforts to encourage our brethren, in whatever quarter, that are 
moving forward to the work, and indeed, in efforts on a still larger scale 
than any that have yet been attempted among us, for evangelizing the 
wretched and injured aborigines, we are confident the Board will have 
the cordial support and the fervent prayers of the Convention. 

In behalf of the Committee, 
Joun Peck, Chairman. 


The report was adopted. 


The Convention approve of the conduct of the Board in patronizing 
the Indian school in Kentucky, and are grateful to the gentlemen who 
established the school, for their benevolent and spirited exertions ; and 
recommend to the Board to use their utmost endeavors to establish 
schools in the midst of the Indian tribes. 

Brother J. Peck made a very interesting communication concerning 
an interview he and other brethren, being a committee from the Hamil- 
ton Mission Society, had with the chiefs of the Six Nations of Indians. 
The Convention consider the interview as a pleasing indication of Di- 
vine Providence respecting the Indians, and a powerful stimulant to 
iurther attempts to reform and evangelize them. It was therefore re- 
solved by the Convention that the Board be requested to aid the Hame 
iiton Mission Society in their efforts to impart light to the Six Nations. 

A communication was made by brother Mercer, of a very pleasing 
and Interesting nature, concerning the Cherokee and Creek natious, with 
Which the Convention was highly gratified. oo 
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It was resolved, as the Philadelphia Bible Society hold their annual 
meeting to-morrow evening, that this Convention, highly approving the 
zeal of the Society, determine not to bold any meeting of their own on 
that evening, but will meet with said society. 


The business of selecting a place for the location of the Theological 
Institution was referred to a select committee. 


The report of the committee on education was called up and read. 

The committee on education reported, That they had taken the sub. 
ject of their appointment under consideration, and found it not only to 
be of great magnitude and high interest-to the denomination, but one 
that called for the immediate attention of the Convention, especially in 
what respects giving aid to young men designed for the gospel ministry. 
They recommend— 

Virst, A serious Address from the Convention to their constituents, 
and the denomination at large, setting before them, what are conceived 
to be their true interests on this subject, with a view of producing ex- 
citement fo united and vigorous exertions for the attainment of the pro- 
posed end. 

Secondly, A plan of concert, to assist the Churches, and all the friends 
of the benevolent scheme, in uniting their efforts in a regular manner 
for forming associated bodies, and auxiliary societies, to collect funds, 
to be applied to this and missionary purposes ; and recommend, in par- 
ticular, for these purposes, the Plan laid before the Convention at its 
meeting in 1817, for the former; and one adopted by the Charleston 
Association of Baptist churches, in November last, for the latter. The 
last of which has in view the forming of State Conventions, or the uni- 
ting of associations in the common cause. 

They particularly recommend two articles comprehended io these 
echemes: The first, that which provides for the application of a part of 
the monies collected for education purposes, by the State Conventions, 
or As3ociations themselves, by their committees, or persons appointed 
by them ; so as to suit their convenience in their diversified local situa- 
tions. The second, That of limiting the right of acting in the manage- 
ment of all business respecting funds, collected for education purposes, 
to the delegates of those churches, or public bodies, who regularly con- 
tribute to the support of the fund. 

They further reported, That they had taken under consideration those 
rules for the particular internal regulation and government of the Insti- 
tution, which were submitted by the Board at their meeting held in the 
city of New-York, and published in the Luminary; and that they think 
them, in general, well calculated to promote the good of the Institution ; 
believing, however, that some alterations will be found necessary, or 
proper, ia conducting the business, which may be confided to the wisdom 
of the Board. But they particularly recommend, that provision be 
made, in certain cases, for the admission of persons unacquainted with 
classical learning, to the study of divinity, as far as they can prosecute 
the study without the knowledge of the original languages ; when they 
shall have acquired a proper acquaintance with English grammar, and 
ether useful parts of an English education. 

RicHARD FurMAN, Chairman. 
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A committee appointed by the Board on the finances presented their 
e report ; which was re-committed to the same committee, together with 
n Dr. Baldwin and the treasurer, to separate the different items concern- 
ing missions and education. 


1 The committee to whom was referred the subject of the location of 
the Institution, and the address relative to the tender of a lot in the vi- 
cinity of Washington city, respectfully report : 

‘hat having bestowed upon the subject that consideration which its 
magnitude demands, your committee are decidedly of opinion, that it is 
of vital interest to the objects of the Convention to retain its integrity, 
as far as possible, in every point. In order to this, it is highly import- 
ant to sacrifice local partialities to the general good. It moreover ap- 

ears obvious to your committee, that to elicit and concentrate, in any 
considerable degree, the resources of our connexion, and to give perma- 
nency to the Institution, a central position is most desirable; inasmuch 
as it will be the better calculated to excite a general interest in various 
parts of the country, and to secure the future harmony of our brethren 
in different sections ; by which the bands of union will be strengthened. 
J'o secure these objects, so essential to its prosperity, the point which 
appears most eligible, in the opinion of your committee, for the location 
of the Institution, is that which, for considerations of a like nature, has 
been selected by the councils of the nation for the seat of the general 
government. Nor should it be concealed, that in reecmmending this 
selection, due regard is had to what may probably be the future opera- 
tions of the Convention in relation to mental improvement. It is be- 
lieved that it will be most satisfactory to a very respectable portion of 
our brethren, if literary and theological studies are both to be pursued 
under the direction and patronage of the Convention, that they shall be 
kept distinct, at least so lar as that persons may avail themselves of the 
advantages of the one, without necessarily attending to the other. For 
this purpose, aod for many other reasons, too obvious to ueed recital, it 
is the opinion of your committee, that a College, upon general princi- 
ples for science and literature, under the direction of the Convention, is 
highly desirable, aod will eventually be established. If this prospect 
shall not prove delusive, many benefits, it is believed, will result from 
the location as recommended. ‘There is no seminary for liberal educa- 
tion, under the direction of any denomination of protestants within the: 
District of Columbia ; and it is not probable that any competition or 
rivalry would now be experienced in that place. It appears, moreover, 
that the establishment of a college there is already in contemplation, and 
that Providence has placed it within the reach of the Convention to 
give it such direction as to make it subservient to the cause of evangeli- 
cal truth, and the general interest(s of religion, In such an event, mu- 
tual facilities would be afforded, and reciprocal benefits derived from 
their contiguity to each other. From these considerations, and from 
every view which your committee have been able to take, after the most 
dispassionate investigation of the subject, they beg leave to recommend 
the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the Institution for the education of Gospel Minis- 
fers, be located at the city of Washington, or in its vicinity, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia ; and that the Board be directed to cause its removal 
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thither, whenever suitable preparations shall be made for its reception jn 
that place, and when, io their opinion, such removal shall be expedj. 
ent. 
2. Resolved, That this Convention accept of the premises tendered 
to them for the site of an Insfitution for the education of Gospel Min. 
isters, and for a college, adjoining the city of Washington; and thot the 
Board be directed to take measures, as 300n a8 convenient, for obtain- 
ing a legal title to the same.—And that the Board be further directed 
to keep the Institution, already in a state of progress, first in view, and 
not to incur expenses beyond the amount of funds which may be ob. 
tained for the establishment of either of the Institutions. 
Ozapiau B. Brown, Chairman. 
Which report was adopted, and the committee discharged. 


Ae aa 
on ee 


The Convention went ioto an election of officers. The following 
Were chosen : 
Rosert B. Semeur, President. 
Tuomas Batnwin, First Vice President. 
James M’Laucauin, Second Vice President. 
Bureiss Auutson, Third Vice President. 
Jesse Mercer, Fourth Vice President. 
Joun Cautpwe tt, Esq. Treasurer. - 
Wiutram Staucuroen, Corresponding Secretary. 
Josuua P. Suack, Recording Secretaty. 


The Convention proceeded to the election of thirty Managers for the 
three years ensuing, when the following brethren were chosen : 


RicuarpD Furmax, Wiir1aM Dorsey, 
Joun P. Pecxwortn, Joun PEcK, 

Lucius Bo.utes, Exvisua CUSHMAN, 
Danie. SHARP, EpwaRD BAPTIST, 
ARCHIBALD Mactay, Enocu ReyYNoLps, 
Joun HEALEY, OsavriaH B. Browy, 
Spencer H. Cong, Jouwn Fintay, James M. Roperts, 
Joun WILLIAMs, Ina CHASE, James JOHNSON, 
Luruer Rice, James A. Ranatpson, Josern Gregson, 
Geornce F. Curwen, Davip BEnNeEpIcT, AsAHEL Morse. 


Horatio G. Jones, 
ADonIRAM JupDson;sen. 
WitiraAMT.BRANTLEY, 
Lewis LEonarp, 
Tuomas BrownrRIGG, 
Joun BRADLEY, 








Resolved, That the Board, as soon as suitable accommodations be 
prepared at Washington, remove thither the Institution. 

Resolved, That the funds of the Convention shall not be responsible 
for the expenses of the Luminary. 

Resolved, That brethren Brown, Reynolds, Rice, Allison and Cone, 
be a committee to take immediate measures to procure an act of in- 
corporation for this Convention, so as to secure the funds of the Con- 
vention in the best manner they can; and, in the event of the commit- 
tee failing, that the Board take measures to procure it. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Convention deplore the removal, 
by death, of Tuomas SuriEuLps, Esq. the first Vice-President of the 
) In him the churches, the Board, the Convention, 
and society, haye lost one whose integrity was inflexible, whose zeal 
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for evangelic truth was ardent, whose life was usefulness, and whose 
death was peace. He fulfilled his duties as a leading officer in the Board 
with dignified impartiality, with that affability of temper and manners 
which ever tends to conciliate esteem, and that capacity for lucid dis- 
crimination which direets the course and sustains the vigor of delibera- 
tion and discussion. May the Lord support bis amiable widow, who now 
“ sitteth solitary,” and sanctify the visitation to to his numerous rela- 
tions and friends. 

Resolved, unanimously, That this Convention have a high sense of 
the personal worth and excellency of character, which distinguished the 
honorable Marruias B. ‘TALLMADGE, Esq. late Federal Judge for the 
State of New-York, one of the Vice- Presidents of the Board of Commis- 
sioners, connected with this body; and an influential and efficient mem- 
ber of tbe Convention, from its first formation till the time of his disso- 
Jution. 

Though placed by Providence in an elevated station of rank and for- 
tune, possessing natural talents of a high order, and these improved and 
embellished by science; enjoying connexions honorable by birth and 
by alliance; being advanced to an important seat of authority in the 
magistracy of our country; and in social intercourse, moving in the 
highest circles of society—he yet accounted it his chief honor and hap- 
piness, to be numbered among the humbie followers of the Redeemer. 

His profession of religion was candid, unostentatious, raticnal, and 
consistent ; his adherence to it, cordial, firm, and persevering. Formal!- 
ity and hypocrisy he detested. The schemes which undeify the Savicur; 
which exalt the pride and confidence of self-righteous man; which lead 
him to hope for heaven, while living in the neglect of important duties, 
and in the indulgence of unballowed passions; and to consider himself 
the hero of faith, when he can sin without fear, because grace abounds, 
he could never approve or countenance. At the sight of professors sunk 
into a state of carnal security or lukewarmvess, though adhering to the 
doctrines of truth; at their attempting the defence ot those doctrines, or 
their supposed interests, in angry, unfair, or childish controversy; at their 
sordid covetousness, and pliant conformity to the world, on principles of 
temporal convenience or ambition, on the one hand; and at their run- 
ning into the extravagancies of enthusiasm, or their bringing down the 
sublime character of religion to the low standard of ignorance, vulgari- 
ty, parity distinction, or puerile notions, forms, and customs, on the other 
—at the sigot of these his soul sickened. 

His delight was in rational, practical, vital godliness. His heart rose 
with devout aspirations to his God, and glowed with zeal for his glory. 
He loved the Gospel’s joyful sound, relied on his Saviour’s merit, and 
longed to see the extension of Immanuel’s kingdom unlimited. His phi- 
lanthropy extended to the whole human family, and his Christian love 
to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity of every clime, class, 
and denomination, 

_ Such was his zeal for the important objects pursued by this Conven- 
tion, that he not only contributed liberally to its funds, for their attain- 
ment, and gave the measures they adopted for this purpose, his firm sup- 
port, by the eloquence of his tongue, and of his pen; but, when labor- 
ing under the pressure of inveterate disease, with all his bodily powers 
enfeebled, he not only attended meetings of the Convention, and of th 
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Board, at a great expense of money, time, and labor; but persevered in 
that attendance, thus embarrassed, affording his aid to their counsels, and 
performing services the most important. 

The Convention, therefore, can do no otherwise than feel deep regret 
at the death of this great and good man: aud, while, in that event, they 
behold one of the pillars of society, of the state, and of the church of 
God, as well as of this Convention, fallen, they would mingle their tears 
with those of his amiable, pious widow, of his fatherless children, of all 
the lovers of the Redeemer, and of the multitude in all classes of the 
community, who, on this solemn occasion, mourn. 

Yet with joy, and with gratitude to the great Author of all grace and 
benignity, they learn and recoguize, that he came to his end in peace : 
that ‘“ his final hour gave glory to his God,” and that though this bright 
luminary in the moral and religious world, and of the churches in hig 
immediate connexion in particular, is now set in death; they have reason 
to believe that in the resurrection of the just, he will rise with increased 
brightness, and will shine for ever and ever as a star of the first magni- 
tude. 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the Board to take measures to 
procure information respecting the parts of our country that are desti- 
tute of the Gospel. 

Résolved, That the next triennial meeting of the Convention be held 
at Washington city, at the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church, 
on the last Wednesday of April, 1823. 


—- =a + ER 


May 6th.—The newly appointed Board met io the Sansom-street 
meeting-house, at half past three o’clock, P. M. 

The case of Mr. Hough, stationed as a missionary at Rangoon, was 
introduced, and in pursuance of the decision of the Convention, it was 

Resolved, That the relation between this Board and Mr. Hough be 
considered as dissolved from the time of his leaving Rangoon. 

Resolved, That Dr. Baldwin be requested to furnish to the Corres- 
ponding Secretary, a copy of the communication obtained by him from 
the Recording Secretary of the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, denying the record of any reprimand said to have 
been administered to Mr. Judson by that body, to be disposed of by the 
Board, with other documents relative to that subject, as the Board shall 
judge proper. 

Resolved, That the Rey. Luther Rice be continued Agent of the 
Board for the ensuing year, to promote the interests of Missions and of 
the Institution established by the General Convention, and that one 
half of his support be paid out of missionary and one half out of educa- 
tion funds. 

Resolved, That he be instructed to use his endeavors to bring into 
operation the scheme of efforts ia favor of the Instiution, recommended 
by the Convention. 

Resolved, That in consequence of the opinion given by the General 
Convention, the Board deem themselves unauthorized to continue the 
missions at St. Louis and St. Charles. 

, The Board having taken up the consideration of the continuance of 
Mr. Welch in their seryice. 
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Resolved, That as the station at St. Louis is no longer retained, a- 
greeably to the decision of the Convention, the Board is no longer em- 
powered to support Mr. Welch at that station. The Board, however, 
having understood that he is still desirous of laboring in that section of 
conntry, sincerely wish that he may be rendered useful. The balance 
considered by Mr. Welch as due him, the Board will with readiness dis- 
charge. 

Resolved, That Mr. Peck be associated with Mr. M’Coy at the IIhi- 
nois station among the Indians. 

Brother Mosely of Georgia being present, was invited {o a seat, and 
requested to give information respecting Mr. M’Coy’s mission, which he 
did, viz. That the Indians object to the station, because they are min- 
gled with the whites, because their title for lands become extinct after 
{wo years, ke. He spoke highly of Mr. M’Coy; in relation to hia char- 
acter and exertions. 

Resolved, That brother M’Coy be instructed to fix his station at Fort 
Wayne, or at such other place as shall be found, on careful inquiry, the 
most eligible; and to use his steady eodeavors to give that station a per- 
manent character. 

Resolved, That brother M’Coy be instructed to make sale of the 
premises, lately occupied by him as mission premises, as early and to as 
good advantages as he can, and to communicate the result to the Board. 

Resolved, ‘hat this Board deem it expedient to provide a system of 
rules that may direct the missionaries under their care ia reference to 
monies, premises, abandoning of stations, the management of schools, 
and other subjects connected with the objects of their appointment, and 
that Dr. Staughton, brother Mercer, and brother Dossey, be a commit- 


tee for that purpose. 
The Committee on the subject of rules for the general government of 


the conduct of missionaries, and their associates, reported : 

I. In relation to the compensations voted for their respective servi- 
ces. 

1. That it is considered the duty of missionaries to regulate their ex- 
penses so that the stipulated compensation shall not be exceeded. 

2. ‘hat, for assisting them in conducting their labors, they shall be at 
liberty to draw for six mouths, and those at Rangoon for twelve months’ 
salary, in advance. : 

3. That if, at any time, expenses beyond such compensation be in- 
curred, (he Board will not bold itself bound tu honor any drafts for mo- 
ney, until the items have undergone consideration, and have been by 
them approved. 

II. In relation to sites and firemises for the convenience of mission- 
aries. 

1. That no sites shall be procured without the business being previ- 
ously submitted to the Board, and ifs approbation obtained. For pur- 
Chases entered upon without their sanction, they cannot hold themselves 
i0 any degree responsible. 

2. That no buildings procured or erected without such previous appro- 
bation, which shall always be had and obtained ia writing, will be con- 
sidered as warranted by the Board, or as laying them under obligation 
fo meet any demands on sueh account. At the same time the Board 
Wish it explicitly understood, that they are ready, by every approved 
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measure, fo meet the accmmodations of their missionaries, and facilitate 
their usefulness to the utmost of their power. 


III. Jn relation to the occufiancy of mission stations. 

1. ‘Thst it is cousidered the duty of missionaries to continue in their OM 
respective siatious, until, by the consent of the Board, a removal shall 
take place. The Board will always welcome every suggestion that the 
experience of the missionaries may dictate on this subject. 

2. ‘That in case a missionary voluntary abandons or varies his sphere 
of labor, without the previous concurrence of the Board, he shall be 
en from that period, as no ¢onger entitled to the support of this 

ody. 

IV. In relation to the economy of echools. 

As different stations may require some diversity in conducting the in- 
structions of heathen and other children, it shall be the duty of mission- 
aries to forward for the approbation of the Board, such systems as in their 
judgment, promise the greatest degree of usefulness. The committee 
are of opinion that habits of mildness, regularity, and industry, should 
be assiduously observed. 

While your Committee submit these general regulations, they are of 
opinion that they should ever be considered as subject to any alterations 
or additions which the growing experience of the Board shall judge 
proper. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be instructed to furnish 
copies of the foregoing rules to each of the missionaries. 
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A letter from the late governor Rabun, of Georgia, Secretary of the 
Board of the Georgia Association relative to the Creek Indians, and a 


letter from brother Mercer on the same subject, were read. . 

hi tie T'his Board having received information through the channel of their sel 
te pt brethren Jesse Mercer and Elijah Mosely, and from other sources, that 

; a , the Georgia and Oakmulgee Associations are desirous of seeing a school fat 

: oe establishnent bronght into operation for the instruction and general re- ™ th 

form of the Indians of the Creek nation: 

Resolved, That the views of said Associations are received by this at 

body with peculiar pleasure. ad 
Resolved, That the Rev. Francis Flournoy be appointed by this Board 

an agent for effecting a regular mission school establishment in said na- at 

iion, with such compensation and assistance as shall be found necessary | a 

and proper. 4 te 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary be requested to commu- : t 

nicate to said associations, the cordial sentiments of this Board, and so- 4 y 

licit their co operation in the important and benevolent service. : , 

A communication having been received from the Petersburg African : I 

Mission Society, and also from brother Colston W. Waring, a preacher 


of colour at Petersburg, desiring the patronage of this Board in favor of 
: bibs the sait Waring, as a missionary to Africa, 3 
oe Resolved, That the said communications impart pleasure fo this body, | 
and that the Board will cheerfully countenance and encourage the said 
Waring as their missionary to Africa, provided the expenses of his out- 
fit, &c, can be met by his own resources and those of his brethren in that 
quarter, . | Luminary, 











FROM THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MAGAZINE. 


Mmertcan Baptist Foreign aission. 


LETTER FROM ADONIRAM JupDsoN, JUN. TO Dr. BALDWIN, DATED 


Rancoon, Deceméer 9, 1819. 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

SincE my last, we have had the happiness of baptizing two more 
Burmans, whose names are Moung Thahlah and Moung Byaa ; the for- 
mer, 2 young man of considerable talents and readiog ; the latter, an old 
mano of fifty, who has beeu learning to read in our evening school.— 
Moung Nau, the first convert, continues faithfully attached to the cause. 
Our fourth is a poor fisherman, whose exercises for a few days were very 
strong and satisfactory, but he was obliged to go to sea before we thought 
it advisable to give him baptism. Our fifth is still an inquirer merely,— 
a teacher of learning and distinction, and possessed of the very first abil- 
ities. But soon after he began to manifest an open attachment to us, 
_ Satan became unusually disturbed, and sent one of his faithful servants 
to the Viceroy, with a complaint, that our friend had renounced the re- 
ligion of the country. "he Viceroy said, “ inquire further ;” and this 
portentous sentence, implying that a renunciation of the established re- 
ligion would not pass with impunity, carried such terror to the heart of 
our poor Nicodemus, that he directly fled to his accuser, made his peace 
with bim, and almost forsook us, This little circumstance, strange as it 
may seem to one living under a free government, spread dismay among 
all our acquaintance ; and for above a month we have been nearly de- 
serted by all, except those who have actually joined us. 

The new king, moreover, has remitted the persecution of his grand- 
father, and restored the priests of Boodh to their former privileges ; so 
that all the devout throughout the land are quite mad on their idols. 

In a word, such is the state of things, that though there are many, I 
am certain, who have some desire to inquire further into the Chsistian 
religion, they are afraid to come near us. 

Brother Colman and myself, have therefore concluded to follow your 
advice, by going up to Ava, and laying our business before the mon- 
arch. We have some hope, that the Lord will incline him to hold out 
to us the golden sceptre, like another Ahasuerus, and become a pratec- 
tor of the infant cause. But it is almost too great a favour to hope for. 
And yet this favor we must obtain, or relinquish some of our dearest 
and most sacred hopes. O what a trying case! None can know or ex- 
perience, the uncertainties and anxieties of our presevt situation. But 
we sometimes rest on the Saviour, and derive sweet consolation from the 
assurance, that “ our Jesus wiil do all things well.” 

I trust that my letter on the reprimand, will be satisfactory to all my 
friends. I am truly sensible of their Kindness in taking such a deep in- 
terest in my character and welfare. But I must say, that the whole af- 
fair appears to me exceedingly insignificant, in comparison with the great 
object which now engrosses all the faculties of our souls—the iotroduc- 
tlon of the Messiah’s kingdom into the empire of Burmah. O if we may 
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be instrumental of saving a few precious souls from heathen perdition, 
Jet our names lie in oblivion or disgrace till the great day. I was sep. 
sible, however, that some explanation was necessary; for the Baptists 
could not be justified in patronizing an exceptionable character. 

You will doubtless hear from Bengal, the particulars of the death of 
our jamented brother Wheelock. 

Yours most respectfully, 
A. JUDSON, Jon. 


e 


Mr. Colman remarks, ina letter to Mr, Sharp, ** Yesterday we vis- 
tied the Viceroy, for the fiurfiose of obtaining frermission to leave Ran. 
goon, and firoceed to the golden teet. He treated us very kindly, and 
said that he would afroint an officer to conduct us on our way. The 
interfireter says that his Highnees intends giving us a letter of intro- 
duction to the king.” 


a 


LETTER FROM Mrs. Jupson To HER PARENTS. DATED 
RanGoon,. Mission House, August 4,t0 Dec. 8, 1819. 
Air DEAR PARENTS AND SISTERS, 

I have just been round to ail the scholars one by one to hear them 
read their lessons, and am now going to spend the remaining hour, while 
the Burman teacher looks over them, in writing to you. How curious 
would the sounds kwa, kwar, kwe kwee, kwa kwoo, kc. which are now 
ringing in my ears, sound in yours. Yet uncouth as they would appear 
to you, or as they did at first to me, they have now become musical, 
and when considered as introduetory to an acquaintance with the word 
of God, are productive of most pleasing sensations. But in order that 
you may see just as I am situated, I will be a little particular in descri- 
bing the school. The zayat, in which it is kept, is situated 30 or 40 
rods from the Mission House, and in dimensions, is 27 by 18 feet. It is 
raised four feet from the ground, and divided into three parts. ‘The first 
division is laid entirely open to the road, without doors, windows, or a 
partition in the front side, and takes up a third part of the whole build- 
ing. It is made of bamboo and thatch, and it is the place where Mr. 
Judson sits ail the day long, and says to the paszers by, “ Ho every one 
that thirsteth,” &e. The next and middle division, is a large airy room 
with four doors and four windows opening in opposite directions, made 
eniirely of boards, and is white-washed to distinguish it from the other 
zayats around us. In this room, we have public worship in Burman on 
the Sabbath, and in the middle of which I am now sitting at my writing 
table, while six of the male scholars are at one end, each with his torch 
and black board, over which he is industriously bending and emitting 
the sounds above described. The third and last division, is only an 
entry way which opens into the garden which leads to the Mission house. 

lu this apartment, all the women are seated, with their lights and 
black boards, much in the same position and employment as the men. 
‘The black board on which all the Burmans learn to read and write, an- 
swers the same end as our slates. They are about a yard in length, 
made black with charcoal and the juice of a leaf, and letters are clearly 
impressed with a species of white stone, a little similar to our slate pen- 
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cils. A lesson is written out on this board by an instructor, and when 
a scholar is perfec: master of it, it is erased, and a pew one written. 
The Burmans are truly systematic in learning to read, and a scholar is 
not considered qualified to read without speiling until he has a perfect 
knowledge of all the various combinations of the letters. Now my dear 
parents aod sisters, 1 have so described my school, that I think you will 
io future, when the evening returns, look in and see me, and perhaps 
say a ii(tle to me with your pens. It is now half past nive, the time for 
dismissing the school. I intend continuing this letter for some time, and 
write it as I find leisure and meet with events which will be interesting, 
for I find in this way 1 frequently get a long letter, without hardly 
knowing that | have spent much tine in writing it. 

29th. When I wrote the above, I intended writing a little, nearly 
every evening, but my time has been so completely occupied during this 
last month, together with the growing weakness of my eyes, that I have 
not found an hour’s leisure until this evening. Our school is getting on 
well, though in number it has diminished rather than increased. Two 
of the scholars who began with their letters, are now reading without 
spelling, and it isa truth which affords no little satisfaction that their 
knowledge of letters is first employed in reading a catechism concerning 
the eternal God, and his son Jesus Christ, of whom they never heard till 
they met with us. Thus they will insensitly get ideas of their Creator, 
and ever in after life associate the ideas of religion and reading. We 
begin to see the word of God takiag effect around us. The Burmans 
now believe that we have come here to do them good and seek their ad- 
vantage. During four or five years, they suppposed, notwithstanding our 
assertions to the contrary, that we bad come here merely to obtain their 
wisdom, and to return to our native country to communicate it to others. 
But seeing, after we had acquired the language, that instead of returnicg, 
we built a place for public worship in which Mr. Judson spends all his 
time in preaching the new religion, they changed their opinions, and 
some of them acknowledge that it must be a singular religion, and one 
worthy of attention, to produce such effects. Three Burmans now give 
good evidence of being real Christians, though one only has been bapti- 
zed. Twoor three others give us much encouragement, and we hope 
will prove to be real Christians. Moung Nau, I mentioned in my Jast 
letter as being the first Burman convert. Moung Thalah has been seri- 
ous for a long time, aad has of late given us reason to hope that he is a 
real christian. He is an amiable young man, and considerable superior 
to the common Burmans. The love of Christ in dying for sinners, ap- 
pears to have deeply impressed his mind, and he speaks of it with much 
feeling. He says, ‘ the love of Christ is no common love. Beside Jesus, 
[ see no way of salvation.” He has a clear and distinet understanding of 
the way of salvation by Christ, reads the Testament much, and unites 
with us daily in family worship, which is conducted both in English end 
Burman. It is very animating to see the solemnity of these two Bur- 
mans when they come to worship, and we often feel that if we see no 
farther success, we are amply recompensed for the years of darkness 
and anxiety which we have spent here. The other Burman who appear- 
ed to have been renewed, is Moung Ing. He accidently heard one man 
telling another that he had met with a teacher in a Zayat. who had 
told him about the eternal God, had given him a paper, &. He di- 
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rectly came to the Zayat, though he said nothing, was very attentive 
to what was said to others. He visited at the Zayat, and five or six 
days successively, during which time be told Moung Nau that be had 
long been anxiously considering what would become of his soul when 
he died, and that he was frequently led to wish that he had never exis(- 
ed in the form of aman. But he felt that the gospel of Christ was good 
news to his soul, and this the only true religion. He appeared very sol. 
emn, and to manifest real faith in Christ. But we were distressed to 
Jearn that he was under an engagement to go to sea, and must embark 
in two or three days. He, however, requested to be baptized before he 
went, but as he had been with us for so short a time, and his departure 
so sudden, Mr. Judson thought best to decline baptizing him until his re. 
turn. ‘Thus we see the power of Divine grace manifested in these few 
cases, which lead us to hope they are only a prelude to greater and more 
wonderful displays of Divine sovereignty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wheelock left here for Bengal last month. Brother 

Wheelock’s health had been declining for a long time, and we had giv- 
en up all hope of his recovery. But Mrs. Wheelock thought there was 
a probability of his recovery by taking a voyage to sea. He was a good 
young man, aod has enjoyed much religion during his sickness. 
_ Mr. and Mrs. Colman are still with us, the only two out of the six 
who have joined us since we lived in Rangoon. We are very happy 
in their society, they are entirely devoted to the work of the mission, 
and make every thing subservient to its promotion and prosperity. They 
apply closely to the study of the language, in which they have made 
great proficiency. We esteem it a peculiar favor in providence that our 
remaining associates and indeed our only society in Rangoon, should in 
every respect be of the right stamp. Our mission on the whole, is in a 
more prosperous state than we have hardly dared to. hope it ever would 
be, under this capricious government. We trust alittle vine is here 
planted, which is so inclosed and hedged by the protecting care of the 
Vinedresser, as to prevent its destruction by the wild beasts of the for- 
ests. We have two or three interesting inquirers, who we hope, will 
finally be brought to a saving knowledge of the truth. But we want 
more laborers, I mean laborers who are already qualified to enter on 
their work. Mr. Judson not only finds his hands full, but abundant 
more employment than he is able to perform. His eyes and head of 
late have been considerably affected, which prevents his going on with 
the translation of the scriptures as he had intended. 

Nov. 20th. The ship by which I intended to send this, sailed without 
taking it. I shall therefore continue to write occasionally, till another 
opportunity presents for sending. 

We have had the inexpressible pleasure of seeing two more Burmans 
baptized since my last date, who gave good evidence of being true 
Christians. One is Moung Thahlah, whom I have mentioned above, 
and the other is the oldest member of the school, by name, Moung Byaa. 
He has been indefatigable in learning to read, though the only spare 
time he had was in the evening, after he had been working hard through 
the day. ‘The first thing he began to read without spelling was the 
catechism, which he committed to memory as he read it. He soon 
began to inquire more particularly respecting the religion of Christ, 
and manifested an ardent desire to become a true disciple. We trust 
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his inquiries have issued in a saving knowledge of the truth. The two 
last mentioned disciples were baptized rather privately, on account of 
the geveral alarm that has prevailed of late among our acquaintance. 
But instead of wondering that they were desirous of being baptized in 
private, we felt it was a strong evidence in their favor, that they should 
desire baptism at all under existing circumstances. Our three Burman 
converts now have a prayer meeting amonz themselves every Sabbath 
evening, besides uniting with Mr. Judson twice in a week, and with us 
all every day in family worship. ‘heir appearance is so different irom 
common Burmans, that we are led to exclaim, “ what hath God 
wrought!” Mr. Judson has writien to the Board a particular account of 
the persecutiog spirit, which has of late been manifested. We feel more 
for our converts than we do for ourselves, as they would be the first to 
feel the effects of a tyrannical despotic government. Situated as we~ 
now are, you will readily imagine we feel the necessity of committing 
ourselves and this infant church into the hands of our heavenly Father, 
and of waiting his guidance and direction. The adversary of souls could 
not patiently see us going on prosperously, without making a struggle te 
overthrow us. But how much he will be able to effect, is known only 
to Him, who is our guardian and protector, and who will restrain the 
remainder of that wrath, which will not redound to his own glory. 

Dec. 8th. You can hardly conceive our joy my dear Parents and 
Sisters, on receivivg a large parcel of letters from Ameri¢a. Six months 
had elapsed without an arrival from Bengal. We almost began to think 
we should never again hear from America. But our joy was greet, i 
proportion to the length of time we had waited. When I recognized 
the well known hand of my sisters, I wept for joy, and could hardly 
compose myself so far as to be capable of reading them. : 

You will doubtless have heard of the death of brother Wheelock, be- 
fore the reception of this. He is now in the presence of his Redeemer; 
far from all the toils of this trying scede. We were not surprized at 
hearing of his death, as we expected he would not survive the voyage. 
We bad calculated on his dying with us, and on letting the Burmans 
around us, see the joyful death of a Christian. He had always said, 
when a voyage was proposed to him, “ I shall find a watery grave.°— 
His poor wife had no idea that he was so far gone, and had sfrong hopes 
that by going to Bengal he might recover. We all tried to persuade 
them not to go, as we felt that his death on board of a vessel would be 
doubly distressing. His dear parents, of whom [ have heard him speak 
very affectionately, must be exceedingly distressed at this intelligence. 
ae we trust they will be supported by Him, who chastiseth whom he 
oveth. 

We have of late been obliged to shut up the Zayat altogether, and all 
our inquirers bave forsaken us, except one, a very learned man, who stil! 
visits us, though rather privately. A spirit of persecution had began to 
manifest itself, and so alarmed all our acquaintance, that they have 
quite discontinued their visits. This falling off at the Zayat, has deter- 
mined Mr. Judson to make the only and last attempt, that of presenting 
&@ memorial to the young king. We are now all engaged in making 
preparations for the journey. Brother Colman accompanies Mr. Judson: 
Mrs. Colman and myself remain at Rangoon. I felt very desirous of 
going, as the lady of the old ‘we who is my particular friend, # 
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now at Ava, and would give me a very favorable reception. Her hus- 
band is next in rank to the king, and has the management of all the 
affairs of the kingdom. But Mr. Judson thinks it too hazardous an un- 
dertaking, as po foreign female has ever yet appeared at the Burman 
court. What will be the result of this expedition, we leave for God to 
determine, on whom alone we defiend, and to whem alone we /ook for 
success. If he is now about to introduce the gospel into this country, 
he will incline the king to give us free toleration; but if he has work 
for us to do elsewhere, we desire to submit and acquiesce in his sove- 
reign will. It is now an important crisis in the Mission. O that Chris. 
tians in America would with one united voice, plead with. God, that 
these perishing millions may not be lost, by putting far away from them 
the words of eternal life. We trust we have some sense of the great- 
ness of this undertaking, and of the importance of being spiritual and 
heavenly minded. I shall write you more particularly respecting the 
difficulties and dangers attendant on such a journey, after Mr. Judson 
has left. Pray much for us, my dear Parents aud Sisters, for you know 
not the trials which await us. 
Mr. Judson unites in affectionate regards to all. 
Ever affectionately, | 


Your daughter and sister, 
NANCY JUDSON. 


——eumm 00003 0000 


Wevivals of Weligion. 


Our gracious Lorp is still continuing to visit our land with peculiar 
tokens ot his love and mercy. The State of Rhode Island, which has 
often been represented as a ‘“ moral desert,’? has indeed been made to 
“ blossom as the rose.” Most of the towns in the eastern part of the 
State have been visited with the marvellous outpourings of the Spirit of 
God. 

The work, we believe, commenced in Providence, the latter part of 
February, in Dr. Gano’s Society; but in-its progress it has visited, in a 
greater or less degree, nearly every Society in the town. The Students 








in the University have also been sharers in this good work. It is thought - 


that nearly one third of the whole number have been made the trophies 
of victorious grace. ‘The whole number of converts in the town, from 
our best information, we think may be calculated from jive to nine Aun- 
dred. 

In Warren and Bristol, the work has been equally powerful. Many 
have beeu baptized within a few weeks past, both by the Baptists and 
Methodists. 

In Barrington, the work has been very general and powerful. Sixty 
were added to the Congregatioaal church in one day—Several of them 
baptized by immersion. 

Newport has also shared largely in the gracious effusions of the Holy 
Spirit. We hope hereafter to give a more full and particular account. 
Tiverton, Swanseyv (in Mass.) and Pawtucket, are visiled with a time 
refreshing from the firesence of the Lord. 
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South- Reading, Malden, and Beverly, north of us, have of late, been 
favored with considerable revivals, in which the Congregationalista; 
Baptists, and Methodists have all shared. , 


Troy, June 17. The Rev. Mr. Sommers writes as follows :—The. 
Lord continues very gracious to this part of the country. I baptized 21 
Jast month in a place abovt 15 miles distant from Troy, and expect to 
baptize many more in a few weeks. Our additions in this place, have 
been regular rather than overwhelming. Upwards of 70 have been 
hopefully converted within the last three weeks in Vassau, 20 miles from 
this place. 

Mav the kingdom of Messiah advance, until all shall know him as 
their Redeemer, their Comforter, their All. 


Hartland, Vt. Rev. Timothy Grow writes as follows: 

A revival of religion commenced in Stockbridge, (a thinly settled 
town on White River near the head) the fore part of last winter. A 
small church consisting of 9 members, was constituted in January last. 
One man, who had obtained a hope a few days before, came forward (to 
be baptized. The ice in White River was cut in form somewhat re- 
sembling a grave. A number were struck under serious impressions at 
his burial (as they were pleased to call it.) Several had been awakened 
at the embodying of the church. From this time the work became pow- 
erful. It has spread into Barnard on the east, and Bethel on the north. 
The little church have increased to 35, and a number are waiting to be 
baptized. The Congregationalists and Methodists have also shared in 
this work. 

A number have been added in the course of the past winter to the 
church in this place. [ Amer. Bapfr. Mag. 


Rexiciovs publications, of late, are far more enriched with accounts of 
the work of Gop’s grace on the hearts of men, than at any other period. 
While receiving much soul-reviving intelligence from abroad, we have 
the happiness to record the tender mercies of our Gop, which he has be- 
stowed on this part of his heritage. From statements already before 
the public, it is known that the Madison Baptist Association, which was 
formed in the year 1807, consisting of sixteen Churches, now contains 
Jorty-three Churches, and five thousand two hundred and twenty-five 
members. It is estimated that these churches are included in a terri- 
tory not exceeding fifty miles square; chiefly in the counties of Madi- 
son, Onondaga, Cortland and Chenango. During the year ending with 
September, 1816. were added to this hody by baptism, six hundred and 
thirty-five members;—the year following eight hundred and seventy;— 
the next year five hundred and sixty-two ;—and the last vear five bun- 
dred and six;—making in four years, ending with last September, an 
aggregate of two thousand five hundred and seventy-three. Gop has 
continued to pour out his Spirit the present year, affording an increase, 
nearly equal to any former year. 

A work in Homer commenced about the first of January last, which 
has added about a hundred to the Baptist church in that place, besides a 
Considerable number to the Congregational church. It bas extended 
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72 REVIVALS OF RELIGION. [ August, 
into Truzxion, giving to the Baptist church in that place, an increase of 
about a hundred. It has also spread into Virgil, and enlarged the bor. 
ders of Zion there. A similar work is now going on in -Ve/son, where 
about eighty have been baptized, and added (to the Baptist churches in 
that towo. The greater part have been added tothe south church. A 
very extensive revival has also taken place in Smithfield : For the parti- 
culars, the reader is referred to a Communication from a brother in that 
place. 

The Editors hope to be able to give, in future numbers, a particular 
account of the work in all the other places. [ Editors, 


SE 


For the Western New-Yore Baptist MAGAZINE. 
pa | 


Account of a Revival of Religion in SmiruFieLtp, (N. Y.) dated 
PETERBOROUGH VILLAGE, July 15th, 1820. 


INFIDELS, in every age, have adopted the language of the Jews to 
Curyst, “ what sign shewest thou that we shall believe?” Among 
the many replies that have been made, not the least important one, is 
that, which arises from those remarkabie religious awakenings which of 
late have been experienced in Christian countries, especially in the Uui- 
ted States. Although the evidence of a divine energy therein display- 
ed, is, perhaps, seldom sufticient by itself, to convince the gainsayer ; 
yet to a man who already believes, it greatly streogithens the reasons of 
his belief. Indulging this confidence, the following Sketch of the late 
Revivav at Peterborough, is submitted to the public. 


Never since its first settlement had there been known any remarkable 
attention to Divine things in this village. The friends of the RepEEMER 
had long mourned the general indifference which marked the conduct of 
the inhabitants around them, to every thing of a serious nature; and, in 
vain endeavored to excite in the minds of sinners an attention to an 
eternal state. ‘Those astonishing displays of the grace of Gop in the 
towns adjacent, and even in the western extremity of our own, were to 
us as a passing cloud, in vain watched, and longed for, by the inhabi- 
tants of a dry and thirsty land. The standard of the Cross had indeed 
been for some years erected, and a feeble band had rallied around it: 
but long ere this would it have fallen, had not the power of Zion’s King 
heen engaged in its support. It hath pleased the Great Head of the 


Charch to humble us, yet the dark and trying vight through which we — 


passed, has been succeeded by a serene morning ; and looking back 
upon all the way which the Lorp hath led us, we feel constrained to 
say, ‘ Jesus hath done all things well.’ Perhaps a darker cloud ne- 
ver passed over the Baptist Church in Peterborough, than that which 
shed its gloom around us the last fall. Circumstances of a local nature 
demanded a division of the Church, which even then was small and fee- 
ble. At this crisis despondency seized the minds of the brethren, and 
prevailed fo such a degree, that it was seriously spoken of as being pro- 
yer ta dissolve our ehurch union, so that every member might join some 
ether body as suited his own convenience! — | 
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But Gov’s “ ways are not our ways, neither are his thoughis our 
thoughts.” Some encouraging appearances were soon discovered, and 
in the month of December, we hope that at jJeast one person was brought 
into the liberty of the Gospel, and in January the attention became gen- 
eral. It was not until this time that the Baptist brethren were so far 
relieved from their despondency, as to make animated exertions in the 
cause of JEsus. ‘The gloom dispelled, they were led earnestly to sup- 

licate the throne of grace in behalf of saints and sinners. The breth- 
ren visited from house to house, conversing and praying as occasion re- 
quired. ‘I‘hese seasons were truly precious, and we were ready to ex- 
claim, “ why have we not done this betore?” The Lorp Jesus ¢tri- 
umpfhed, as it was written of him, “ in the midst of his enemies.’— 
Every week brought some new tokens of the Divine favor, in the con- 
viction or conversion of some souls. Meetings became crowded—solem- 
nity marked the countenances of all. The downcast eye, the heaving 
breast, the half-suppressed groan, and the silent tear, betrayed the deep- 
felt anguish of the mind. ‘The attention spread to the east into the 
Stockbridge settlements. Elder Ransom’s time was occupied princi- 
pally within the bounds of the church, assembling at Siloam Springs, 
while we were favored with the labors of some of the Students from the 
Seminary at Hamilton, and several ministers from neighboring towns. 
We trust that we shall ever bear in grateful remembrance, their kind and 
affectionate services, 

The general character of the exercises of the subjects of this awa- 
kening, indicates that the understanding and judgment were affected, 
ratber than the passions. That ecstacy of either grief or joy, common 
to such seasons, was rarely to be discovered. The operations of the 
Holy Spirit, instead of the rough mountain torrent in its impetuous 
course, sweeping away every obstruction, resembled some gentle rivulet, 
which, as it glides imperceptibly along, fertilizes the plains by its ge- 
nial influences. Ir general, the sinner was first alarmed by the appli- 
cation of some Divine truth to his soul, descriptive of his awful situa- 
tion “ without Gop in the world;’’—gradually, the holiness of JEHo- 
vAn’s character was unfolded to the view ; the justice and perfection of 
the Divine law were perceived and acknowledged ; the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin was discovered; the evils of the heart deeply felt; all 
hopes of justification by the law of works relinquished ; and the humbled 
sinner was led to trust wholly in the mercy of Gop in €urisv, receiv- 
ing the Lorp Jesus as “ made unto him of Gov, wisdom, and righ- 
teousness, and sanctification, and redemption.” 

Some persons in the prime of life, eagerly pursuing the acquisition of 
the world, were suddenly arrested, and turned by the power of grace, 
from the service of Satan and of sin, to the service of the only living 
and true Gon. 

The transition from darkness to light, in some cases, was quick and 
powerful. One instance worthy of notice, was that of a man deistically 
inclined, who attended a baptismal occasion, with very light and disre- 
spectful views of the ordinance. He was almost instantaneously seized 
with a conviction of his impiety. From a deep sense of his sinfulness, 
he continued in perfect agony until the afternoon of the next day, when 
it pleased the Gop of all grace to speak peace to his troubied soul. Soon 
after, (saying with the poet, “4nd shall my pride disdain the deed, 
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That’s worthy of my Gop?) he followed the RepEEMER into the 
watery tomb. 

In the early part of the Revival, one of the members of the Presby. 
terian church invited the children in the neighborhood, to come to his 
house, that himself, and others, might have opportunity of conversing 
with them on the welfare of their souls. Many more attended than were 
expected. A surprizing solemnity was observable in their deportment: 
After the second meeting, the children requested to be left to them. 
selves. With some hesitation, their request was granted. Since that 
time their meetings have been constantly maintained on Saturday even. 
ings, with the happiest effects. Many of the children have come to the 
people of Gop, declaring, that the prayers and exhortations of their 
young companions have been blessed to their souls. Let others take en- 


-couragement from this example, to “ go, and do likewise.’’ 


As near as can be ascertained, without reference to the records, the 
additions to the churches within the bounds of this reformation, have 
been as follows, viz : 


Presbyterian Church in Peterborough, - - 76 


Do. New-Stockbridge, . 7 

Baptist Church in Peterborough, - . - 84 
Do. Siloam, - - - 54 

Do. Nelson, - - - 20 

Do. Lenox, - - 2 - 5 
Making in ail, 246 





The persons enumerated, live within a district about nine miles east 
and west, and five miles north and south; and tbey include all that 
have joined the churches since the first of February last. There are 
many others who give evidence that they “are the children of Gon by 
faith in Curis? Jesus,” who have not publicly professed their attach- 
ment to the REDEEMER ; but appear to be trying the dangerous exper- 
iment, of endeavoring to live a godly life (like Lot in Sodom) among 
ungodly men. May such hear the Master’s voice, saying, “ Come out 
of her, my freofile ;”” “ be not unequally yoked together with unbeliev- 
ers.” 

Of the whole number that have joined the churches, about two-thirds 
were under twenty-two years of age, and a few under ten years. 

The work began to decline about the middle of April, and it is now 
feared, that the special operations of the Spirit of Gop are in a great 
measure past. O may we endure, and not be lulled into a carnal secu- 
rity by a treacherous calm. May we, “as strangers and fiilgrims eub- 
due those fleshly lusts which war against the soul ;"’ and follow that 
holiness, meekness, love, and obedience to Curist, which becomes the 
disciples of Jesus. May the Lorp himself preserve bis people, in the 
unity of the Spirit and the bond of peace, and excite in us, such a deyo- 
tion to his cause, as corresponds, in some sinall degree, with the obliga- 
tions we are under. 


Four Meeting-Houses are now building in the town—one for Presby- 
terians, and three for Baptists. 
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For the Western N. Y. Bartrist MaGazine. 

Sixru AnnuaL Meetine or tHe “UTICA BAPTIST FOREIGN 
MISSION SOCIETY,” nevp at WinFik tp, JunE 2utb, 1820, 
Sermon by Elder Danie, Purnam, from Matt. xxiv. 14. 

I'he following are the Officers appointed for the ensuing year :— 
WestEL WiLLouGusy, President; Cuarues Bascock, Secretary ; 
CaLes Douetass, 7'reasurer. 














that JessANIAH HoxtmeEs, BENJAMIN BUDLONG, ABRAHAM WILLIAMS, 
en. Jason LorHRop, ELon GALuUSHA, Ricuarpson, Directors. 
the Voted, hat the next Annual Meeting be held at Utica, on the third 
neir TUESDAY iv June next.—Direetors to meet at the house of Elder Wi11- 
en- LIAMS, at nive o’elock, A. M. 

Voted, l'o appoint Elder Eton Gatuvusua to preach on the occasion. 
the In case of his failure, Elder Danie, Putnam, 
ave From the T'reasurer’s Kefiort, it appears that he has received, since 

the last Annual Meeting, the following sums :-— 
At the Otsego Association, $80 55% Anthony Frederick, $1 00 
Of Elder B. Budlong, col- ° James Weston, 1 00 
lected by him, 26 238 Thomas Matthews, 1 0@ 
Sally Weaver, by the hand ° James Mills, 1 09 
of Elder Budlong, 2 008 William Jarrett, 1 00 
William Goss, 1 002 Edward Gilbert, 1 00 
Mrs. Rockwell, of Trenton, 1 00§ Augustus White, 1 00 
—? EF. Willey, 1 00 
110 a Robert Thomas, 1 00 
: , : Jane Jones, 1 00 
, res at this Seeing 2 Ann Gilbert, 1 oo 
s Soloway: S Elizabeth Pocock 1 

t Church & Society, Newport,$4 00 § Ann B ee 00 
Jason Lothrop do. 4009S Spe Baldwin, | 1 00 
esl, tg S Theodore S. Gipson 1 00 

| Westel Willoughby, do. 4 004 William J — 
Thomas Davis, Frankfort, 1 00 2 J ‘ ne scape i 00 
Female MiteSoc.W hitestowo,13 00 ¢ oir, dias 0 sn 
Church & Society, do. 7 00§ wennax mies 012 
Caleb Douglass, do. 1 00¢ is ate pages: | 0 50 
Elov Galusha, do. 1 00S riend, 25 c.—Do. 25 c. 0 50 
William Goss do 1002 Charles Brodhead, 0 50 

, ; ° Elizabeth Williams 0 5 

Charies Babcock, do. ] 00 > Elisahéth Jemes ’ ‘ = 
’ J 
D. W. Randall, do. 1 008 Thomes Miierts, ye 


Catharine Babcock, Bridgwater 4 00 § RobertJones,75 c.—Afriend,25¢.1 09 
’ ° ] . 


Jonathan Palmer, do. 1 00 . 
Jonathan Palmer, jun, do. 1 00 2 caries one 1 00 
Polly Rhodes, a 1 090 9 Vaniel Putnam, ichfield, 1 00 
S Stephen Brooks, Steuben, 1 00 
Collected and received, by ° Jessaniah Holmes, Winfield, 1 00 
the hand of Edward Bald- S Ebenezer Morgan, do. 1 00 
wio, of Utica, $25 12,viz: ° David Dewey, do. } 00 
Of Abraham Williams, $1 008 Benjamin Cole, do. 1 60 
John Gray, ] 002 Ebenezer Thayer, do. 1 00 
David Reed, 1 00§ Oliver Powers, do. O 25 
Howel Powell, 1 00? Collection after Sermon, 5 85 
William Owens, 1004 meaeengee 
John Lloyd, 100% $81 22 
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From a statement made by the treasurer, it appears that he has re. 
ceived since the organization of the Society, August 16th, 1814, from 
Various sources, one thousand nine hundred and eighty-six dollars and 
seventy-three cents. 

Voted, That the transactions of this Meeting be published in the 
“ Western New-York Baptist Magazine.’’ 


CHARLES BABCOCK, Secrerary. . 


Poetry, 


A HYMN.—DESIGNED TO BE SUNG AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF A SOCIAL 
PRAYER MEETING. 
1 UwitTep and happy ir Bethel we meet, 
‘l'o worship our Saviour above : 
We'll all bow before his adorable feet, 
And chaunt the sweet charms of his love. 
2 When strangers to Gop, in the broad road of sin, 
As exiles o’erwhelmed with grief; 
He saw the sad state which we rebels were in, 
And sigh’d to procure our relief. 
3 From regions of bliss he descended to earth, 
Unrob’d in a manger was found ; 
T'en thousands of angels rejoic’d at his birth, 
And spread the glad tidings around. 
4 His form so divine, and his visage so fair, 
That Eden would blush at the sight ; 
The beauties of nature with him can’t compare, 
Nor sun shine with beams half so bright. 
5 The iofty, high cherubs who dazzle the eye, 
And bask in the regions of bliss, 
Their beauty and glory with bim cannot vie, - 
But loose all their brightness in his. 
6 Our crimes and our griefs and our sorrows he bore, 
Alone in the wine-press he trod; 
The law on his head, all it curses did pour, 
And his garments were stained with blood. 
7 He suffer’d the shame and the death of the cross, 
And finish’d the work he’d begun ; 
The whole realm of nature then sigh’d at her loss, 
And darkness beclouded the sun. 
8 He rose from the dead as a conquering King, 
And mounted aloft to the sky ; 
The armies of heaven in triumph did sing, 
And shouted his praises on high. 
9 Now on the bright throne of his glory he reigne, 
Receives all the prayers of his saints ; 
He knows all their sorrows and feels all their pains, 
And listens to hear their complaints. 
10 With rapturous lays we will join in the song, 
Our loftiest notes we will bring: 
O, come, thou celestial, thou glorified throng, 
And help us his praises to sing. 











